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Abstract :

This study focuses on fighting neighborhood gangs under Law 20-03. We
approach this topic by addressing the following question: How has the
Algerian legislature addressed the repercussions of the threat posed by
neighborhood gangs through these preventive and deterrent measures? This
study aims to shed light on the crime of neighborhood gangs by examining
its legal nature and distinguishing it from similar crimes, such as the crime
of forming a criminal association, national organized crime, transnational
organized crime, and crimes committed by terrorist organizations.
Neighborhood gang crimes are based on the general elements of a crime,
namely the legal, material, and moral elements. In an effort to understand
the causes of their spread, we have addressed certain internal factors such
as heredity, lineage, age, and addiction, while attributing external factors to
natural, social, and economic causes. Based on these causes, the Algerian
legislature has established preventive mechanisms in the form of national
and provincial committees for the prevention of neighborhood gangs, as
well as deterrent measures consisting of criminal penalties applicable to
both natural and legal persons, in accordance with Decree 20 -03 annexed
to Law 20-13. We addressed this topic based on a set of adopted
methodologies, such as the descriptive, comparative, and analytical
approaches, which dominated the study to limit its scope to legal texts. We
arrived at a set of findings, the most notable of which is that the task of
combating neighborhood gangs does not rest solely with state authorities;
rather, given the gravity of the situation, it requires the involvement of civil
society and various stakeholders to mitigate the danger of this type of
crime. It is worth noting the need for the Algerian legislature to address
certain shortcomings in the content of the provisions of Law 20-13, as it
fails to mention certain categories

Key words: Crime, Neighborhood Gangs, Order 20-03, Law 20-13,
Preventive Measures, Deterrent measures, National Committee, Provincial
Committees.
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