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Study Summary

This study addresses the topic “The Role of the Sentence Execution Department under Law
05/04,” within the context of the major transformations in modern penal policy, which no
longer focus solely on the punitive aspect of punishment, but rather aim primarily at the reform
and social reintegration of convicted persons. In this regard, the Sentence Execution
Department emerges as one of the most important legal and institutional mechanisms adopted
by the Algerian legislator to implement this reform-oriented philosophy within correctional

mnstitutions.

The study aims to highlight the role played by the Sentence Execution Department in
monitoring the enforcement of criminal judgments, ensuring the individualization of
punishment, and contributing to the social reintegration of inmates. It also seeks to clarify its
legal powers and responsibilities while identifying the main challenges that limit its
effectiveness. The study relies on the descriptive and analytical approach through the
examination of legal texts governing the prison system and reintegration policies, along with

some comparative perspectives.

The findings reveal that the Sentence Execution Department plays a central role in
implementing modern penal policy by following up on inmates’ situations and proposing
appropriate rehabilitation measures, as well as activating alternative sentencing measures such
as parole and semi-liberty. However, its effectiveness remains limited due to several obstacles,
most notably prison overcrowding, lack of human and material resources, and weak

rehabilitation and reintegration programs.



Accordingly, the study concludes that it is necessary to strengthen the role of this department
and provide it with adequate resources to ensure the achievement of modern penal policy

objectives, which are based on reform and social reintegration rather than punishment alone.
Keywords

Department of Penalties Application, Law 05/04, Social Reintegration, Criminal Justice,

Rights of Prisoners..
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