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Abstract:

This study addresses the issue of witchcraft and sorcery in Algerian legislation as one of the
phenomena that affect public order and social stability, by highlighting the extent to which the
Algerian legislator has succeeded, through the legal framework, in limiting this crime. It also
aims to clarify its conceptual and legal framework, and to present the position of the Algerian
legislator regarding its criminalization and the penalties prescribed for it, especially after the
amendment of the Penal Code under Law No. 24-06 of 2024. The study further examines the
legislator’s approach to criminalizing it and defining its penalties, given that it was not
previously regulated in detail in earlier legal texts.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical method in analyzing legal texts, in addition to a field
study based on a questionnaire to collect the sample’s opinions regarding this phenomenon. It
concludes that the criminalization of witchcraft and sorcery is an important step in limiting its
spread; however, the effectiveness of its control remains dependent on the clarity of legal
provisions and the strengthening of societal awareness, along with the need to impose stricter
penalties to achieve more effective legal deterrence.

Keywords:crime, sorcery practices, Algerian Legislation, penalties.
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