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Abstract :

This research examines the qualitative transformation in modern criminal policy, where
punishment has shifted from merely inflicting pain on offenders to emphasizing reform and
social reintegration. In this context, alternative sanctions have emerged as a strategic option to
avoid the harmful effects of short-term imprisonment, which often leads to criminal
contamination rather than rehabilitation.

Alternative sanctions are considered an essential tool of modern penal policy because they
seek to balance criminal deterrence with reform and reintegration into society. These penalties
do not involve deprivation of liberty but instead impose positive or negative obligations on
offenders under judicial supervision. Examples include community service, enrollment in
educational or rehabilitation programs, electronic monitoring, fines, and conditional release.

The study highlights the role of Algerian legislation in adopting these systems in line with
international developments. It also emphasizes that alternative sanctions help reduce prison
overcrowding, limit economic and social costs, and support restorative justice. Furthermore,
the research stresses the importance of judicial oversight to ensure the legality and
effectiveness of implementation while achieving the objectives of rehabilitation and social
protection.

Keywords : criminal , Algerian legislation , legality , judicial oversight
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