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Abstact :

The Algerian criminal procedural system is based on two complementary pillars:
the judicial police and the investigating judge. The judicial police act as the first
procedural authority upon the commission of a crime, assisting the judiciary in
detecting offences and identifying offenders. Although granted broad powers,
their actions remain subject to judicial oversight by both the Public Prosecutor’s
Office and the Indictment Chamber in order to protect fundamental rights and
freedoms.

The investigating judge, appointed by presidential decree, is responsible for
conducting the preliminary judicial investigation with independence guaranteed
by law. He possesses extensive authority to issue orders throughout the
Investigation process; however, these powers are not absolute, as parties may
appeal his decisions before the Indictment Chamber. This mechanism reinforces
the principle of two-tier litigation and ensures fair trial guarantees in accordance
with constitutional principles.

Keywords: Judicial Police, investigation, judicial inquiry, investigating
judge, indictment chamber
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