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Abstract :

Judicial investigation, under the new amendments introduced by the
Algerian Code of Criminal Procedure, constitutes a fundamental stage in criminal
proceedings aimed at uncovering the truth, ensuring the proper administration of
justice, and safeguarding individual rights and freedoms.

This study examines the concept and legal nature of judicial investigation,
distinguishing it from preliminary inquiries, while highlighting its primary
objectives, namely the collection of evidence, the protection of the rights of the
parties involved, and the fight against crime. It also analyzes the authorities
responsible for conducting judicial investigations, particularly the investigating
judge, the Public Prosecution Service, and the judicial police, as well as the
powers entrusted to each of them.

Furthermore, the study focuses on the innovations introduced by Law N°25-
14, especially the expansion of the investigating judge’s powers, the regulation of
complaints accompanied by civil claims, the strengthening of modern
investigative techniques, and the establishment of new mechanisms for the
protection of assets and proceeds derived from criminal activities.

The research also addresses the legal guarantees granted to the accused,
including the right to defense, the right to legal counsel, the presumption of
innocence, and judicial oversight of pre-trial detention measures. In addition, it
examines the supervisory role of the Indictment Chamber as an appellate and
Monitoring body overseeing judicial investigations and the activities of the
judicial police.

The study concludes that the Algerian legislator, through these recent
reforms, has sought to strike a balance between the effectiveness of judicial
investigations and the requirements of crime control on the one hand, and the
protection of fundamental rights and freedoms on the other, thereby strengthening
the principles of a fair trial and adapting criminal justice to contemporary forms
of crime.

Keywords : Investigating Judge ; Judicial Decisions; Code of Civil and

Administrative Procedure; New Reforms; Judicial Investigation; Judicial Police;

Crime Control.
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