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Abstract

This study aims to examine the impact of the social environment on shaping
individuals' criminal behavior by analyzing the various social factors that may lead a
person toward delinquency or facilitate their integration into society. The study is
based on the following main research question: To what extent does the social
environment, with its various components and conditions, influence the formation

of criminal behavior among individuals?

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, presenting the fundamental
concepts related to the social environment and criminal behavior while analyzing
the main theories explaining the relationship between them, based on scientific

references and previous studies.

The findings indicate that criminal behavior does not result from a single cause but
rather from the interaction of several social factors, including family disintegration,
inadequate socialization, poverty, unemployment, social marginalization, peer
influence, and the impact of the media. The study also demonstrates that a healthy
social environment, founded on sound education, effective social control, and
social solidarity, contributes significantly to reducing delinquency and promoting

security and social stability.

The study concludes that preventing criminal behavior should not rely solely on
legal sanctions. Instead, it requires strengthening the role of the family, educational
institutions, the media, and other social institutions, while improving economic

and social conditions and
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promoting awareness and prevention programs. Such efforts can effectively reduce

crime rates and enhance social stability.

Keywords: Social environment, criminal behavior, crime, socialization, family

disintegration, poverty, unemployment, social control, media, peer groups.
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