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Abstract

The Algerian legislator has established a comprehensive legal framework to combat
the scourge of drug-related offenses, recognizing their increasing threat to the security and
stability of society. Law No. 04-18 of December 21, 2004, as amended and supplemented,
constitutes the principal legal instrument in this regard. It criminalizes all forms of illicit
trafficking in narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances, imposing severe penalties,
especially in cases involving organized or transnational criminal activity.

The legislative mechanisms adopted in this context are manifested through two main
pillars: a repressive-deterrent axis that strengthens penalties and expands the scope of
criminalization, and a procedural-preventive axis that empowers competent authorities
particularly the judicial police to employ special investigative techniques provided under the
Code of Criminal Procedure. These include surveillance, infiltration, and the interception of
communications, representing effective tools for detecting and dismantling criminal
networks. This approach reflects a balance between safeguarding society from the dangers
of drugs and ensuring respect for constitutional rights during criminal proceedings.

Key words
Drug Crimes-lllicit Use-Illicit Trafficking-Penalties-— Prevention and Deterrence-Special
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